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4 CAP. 275] Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide)
CHAPTER 275
80 of 1994. BELIZE TOURISM BOARD
114 of 1996. (TOUR GUIDE) REGULATIONS
[27th August, 1994.]

Short title. 1. These Regulaions may be cited asthe
BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (TOUR GUIDE)

REGULATIONS

Interpretation. 2. Inthese Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires.

“Board’” means the Bdize Tourism Board established under the Belize Tourist

CAP. 232A. Board Act;

“Committeg’ meansthe Tour Guide Committee established under regulation 3
of these Regulations;

No. 22 of 1990. “drug” means a controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act;

“licence” meansalicence granted under these Regulaionsand “licence holder”
shdl be congtrued accordingly;

114 of 1996. “nationd attractions’ include attractions of atourism nature, Stuated in Belize,
and the infrastructure which makes the functioning of, and access to, such
attractions possible;

“registered medica practitioner” means a person registered under the Medica

CAP. 318. Practitioners Regidtration Act;

114 of 1996. “tour guide’ means a person in possession of a tour guide licence granted
under Regulation 5 of these Regulations, whose main occupation is showing

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide) [CAP. 275 5

tourigts the nationd attractions, and generdly watching over the safety while
doing s0. This service mugt be paid for.

3. (@) For the purpose of these Regulations, there shall beestablished  Establishment of
a Committee to be called the “ Tour Guide Committeg’. Tour Guide
Committee.
(20  TheCommitteeshdl congst of ninememberswho shdl, subject
to subregulation (3) below, be gppointed by the Minigter asfollows:

(&)  four representatives nominated by local tour guide 114 of 1996.
associations recognized by the Board;

(b)  onerepresentative nominated by the Belize Tourism
Board,

(© one representative nominated by the Belize Tourism
Industry Association;

(d)  one representative nominated by the Belize Tour
Operators Association; and

(e) two representatives appointed by the Minister in
his own discretion.

3 In making gppointments of membersto Committee (whether in
his own discretion or otherwise), the Minigter shdl have due regard to the
geographica distribution of tour guides in order to ensure that dl tourism
degtinations are adequately represented.

(4  The members of the Committee shdl hold office for a period
not exceeding two years as may be specified in the instrument of gppointment
and such member shal be digible for regppointment.

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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6 CAP. 275] Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide)

(5) The members of the Committee shdl gppoint a suitable person
from among their membership to be the Chairman of the Committee, and the
Chairman shal have an origind and a cagting vote.

(6) A member of the Committee may at any time resign his office by
ingrument in writing addressed to the Chairman of the Committee.

(7) Minister may for good and sufficient cause revoke the gppoi ntment
of amember of the Committee,

(a) upon the recommendation of the mgjority of the
total membership of the Committee, or

(b)  where hethinksit expedient so to do:

Provided that in revoking the gppointment of amember under paragraph
(b) above, the Minister shdl do so after consultation with the Committee.

(80 Thequoruma dl medtingsof the Committee shal befive members

(9) Subject to these Regulations, the Committee may regulate its

own procedure.
Dutiesand 4, The functions of the Committee shdl be to:
functions
of the Committee. (@)  receive and determine applications for licences
under these Regulations;
(b) provide advisory and information services to
licence holders;
(c) assg licence holders in any matters affecting the
discharge of their functions;
THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide) [CAP. 275 7

(d) perform any other function for the better carrying
out of the provisions of these Regulations,

(e) make recommendationsto the Board regarding the 114 of 1996.
recognition of local tour guide associations.

(@) Subject to the provisons of these Regulations, any person Licences.
intending to operate asatour guide shdl apply to the Committee on an gpplication
form prescribed by the Committee and such person shal submit his application
aong with the following to the Committee

(a) medical certificate issued by a registered medical
practitioner;

(b) recent police record,;

(c) two recommendations from persons in good
standing who are well acquainted with the

applicant;

(d)  aforma recommendation from arecognized local
tour guide association;

(e two passport size photographs, one of which shall
be certified as being that of the applicant;

(f) proof of Belizean citizenship or of permanent 114 of 1996.
residency with tour guiding as the defined
occupation; and

(9) proof of accreditation in the courses listed in
regulation 8.

2 Tour guides who have been in the tour guide industry for a

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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Schedule.

114 of 1996.

period of at least ten years and who do not possessthe necessary requirements

for alicence under these Regulations may obtain alicence provided that such
tour guides:

()  submit aletter of recommendation fromaloca
tour guide association which is acquainted
with thetour guide;

(i) reidbly and effectively satisfy the Committee
of their competency in the areas of
requirement for alicence under these
Regulations, and

(ili) satisfy any other necessary requirements as
dipulated by the Committee.

3 A licence granted under subregulation (2) above may be subject
to such terms and conditions as the Committee deems fit.

4 Subject to subregulation (8) of thisregulation, al licences shdl
be issued by the Committee upon payment to the board of afeeof seventy five
dollars by the applicant and such licences shdl bein theform prescribed in the
Schedule hereto:

Provided that if the Chairman of the Committeeis unable or unwillingto sgna
licence the Chairman of the Board shdl sign the licence in the place of the
Chairman of the Committee.

) All licencesissued under these Regulations shdl expire within
oneyear from the date of issuebut may berenewed for like period upon payment
of the prescribed fee and upon production of the documents specified in
paragraphs (a), (b), (d) and (€) of subregulation (1) of this regulation.

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide) [CAP. 275 9

(6) All tour guidesshdl, while conducting tours, prominently display
upon their persons alaminated copy of their licence.

) Any person aggrieved by arefusa of the Committeeto grant a
licence may apped to the Board.

8 Where alicence has been logt, the holder of such licence may
apply for areplacement licence upon payment of afee of ten dollars, and the
replacement licence shdl expire a the expiration period of the origind lost
licence.

9 All licence fees payable under this regulation shal be credited
to the account of the Board.

(10) The Board shdl provide guiddines to the Committee for the 114 of 199.
licendang of Ste specific tour guides.

6. (@D} No person shdl operate, advertise or hold himself out asatour  Prohibition on
guide without firgt obtaining alicence in accordance with these Regulations. Ic?perafti ng without
Icence.
2 Any person who at the commencement of these Regulations
is operating and desires to continue to operate as a tour guide shdl within Six
monthsof the date of commencement of these Regulationsgpply to the Committee
for alicence in accordance with the provisions of these Regulations.

3 Any person who contravenes subregulation (1) or (2) above, 114 of 1996.
or any person, company, entity or other group of personswho employsaperson
whoisnot licensed asatour guidein accordancewith these Regulaions, commits
an offence and is liable on summary conviction:

(a) in the case of a natural person, to a fine not
exceeding five hundred dollars or to imprisonment
for aterm not exceeding one year, or to both such

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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10 CAP. 275]

Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide)

(b)

fine and term of imprisonment;

in the case of acompany, entity, or other group of
persons, to a fine not exceeding five thousand
dollars.

Criteriafor granting 7. (@) Subject to subregulation (2) of this regulation, no licence shall
of licences. be granted to a person unless that person:

114 of 1996. (a)

(b)
(c)

(d)
(€)

(f)

(9

is acitizen or a permanent resident of Belize with
tour guiding as a defined occupation,

is eighteen years of age or older;

possesses the aptitude and health which isrequired
and which is compatible with his work;

is fluent in the English language;

has successfully completed the course of study
stipulated in regulation 8 of these Regulations,

has not within five years prior to his application
been convicted of a crimina offence;

is of good character.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in these Regulations, the Committee
may, in the event thereis a shortage of tour guides generdly, or of tour guides
possessing any particular sill, training or qualification necessary for tour guiding,
grant aprovisona licence to a person subject to such terms and conditions as
two thirds of the Committee may deem fit.

Academic 8. @ An gpplicant for alicence under these Regulations sha | possess

qualificatons.
THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE
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accreditation in at least the following courses:

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)
(h)

(i)

fundamentals of Bdlizean Eco-Tourism;
fundamentals of tour guiding;

ecology, conservation and environmental
protection;

netural history of Belize;

history and geography of Belize;

art, folklore and culture of Belize;
human relations and professiona ethics;

safety, first aid, and cardio pulmonary resuscitation;
and

practical field experience.

2 Theexaminersin these courses shdl be recognized professonas

in their respective fidds.

3 All persons seeking training in the above courses shdl be
responsible for paying their own fees.

4) The Committee shall reserve the right to require higher
qudifications than those specified in this regulaion from persons who, in the
opinion of the Committee may be involved in high risk activities.

0. It shall be the duty of licence holders under these Regulations to:

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE
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12 CAP. 275| Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide)

(a) maintain at al times appropriate persona
appearance,

(b) cooperate with the Committee whenever this is
necessary for the promotion of tourism in Belize;

(c) take all necessary steps to safeguard the
environmental integrity of Belize;

(d)  attend cultural activities or events or refresher
courses organized by the Committee to improve
and enhance their performance in their profession.

(e exercise their functions as tour guides and in
touristic enterprises; and

(f) cooperate and seek advice from the Board in order
to more efficiently carry out their duties.

Functions of 10.  Thefunctions of licence holders under these Regulations shdl be to:
licence holders.

(a)  convey and guide tourists to and in touristic
attractions, facilities and establishments;

(b)  assist tourists with their shopping needs while
ensuring that articles of arts and craft purchased
are of good quality and authenticity;

(© assg tourists in avoiding excessive charges for
services or items purchased;

114 of 1996. (d)  provide tourists with information about

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE
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Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide) [CAP. 275 13

climatic and sanitary conditions, lodging facilities
and other matters of interest in the country, in as
precise and truthful a manner as possible;

(e) report any abuse or infractions of the lawsrelating
to tourism by any person to the Committee;

(f) take all necessary steps to safeguard the
environmenta integrity of Belize; and

(9) tedtify, if requested, before the relevant authorities 114 of 1996.
of any abuses to tourists under their care.

11. Any tour guide licensed under these Regulations who- Offences and
penalties.
(a) insults, abuses or harasses atourit, either through
word or deed;

(b) induces or encourages tourists to do anything
contrary to the laws of Belize or to do anything
which goes against good customs or morals,

(c) carries out or attempts to carry out his functions
under these Regulations while under the influence
of acohol or illega drugs,

(d) offers for sde or otherwise any illega drugs or
illegal commodities to tourists;

(e) Is convicted of any serious crime by any court of
law;

(f) engages in any activity detrimental to the
environmental integrity or archaeological or cultura

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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14 CAP. 275] Belize Tourism Board (Tour Guide)

heritage of Belize;
114 of 1996. (g)  contravenes subregulation (6) of Regulation 5 of
these Regulations shall be liable to pay to the
Board, upon demand, afine of $25.00;

shdl, in addition to the pendties prescribed under any other law, be lidble to
any of the following disciplinary actions by the Committee:

(a)  areprimand;
(b)  suspension of licence;
(© revocation of licence.

Repeal of 12. TheBdize Tourism Board (Tourist Guide) Regulations, 1992 are hereby
S.l. 130/92. repealed.

Commencement. 13.  TheseRegulaionsshdl comeinto force on the 1t of November, 1994.

M ADE by the Belize Tourism Board this 3rd day of August, 1994.

(SANTIAGO CASTILLO)
Chairman
Bdlize Tourism Board

APPROVED by the Minigter responsible for Tourism this 3rd day of

August, 1994.
(HENRY YOUNG)
Minister of Tourism and
The Environment
THE SUBSIDIARY LAWSOF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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SCHEDULE
[Regulation 5]

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD
TOUR GUIDE (REGULATIONS)

TOUR GUIDE LICENCE
NOT TRANSFERABLE

LICENCE NO.

(INSERT HERE FULL NAME AND ADDRESS)

being qualified to operate as a tour guide and having paid the fee
Of e ishereby licensed under the Belize Tourism Board (Tour
Guide) Regulations, to operate asa TOUR GUIDE in Bdize until the........

DATED this........... dayof............... 20....

Chairman
Tour Guide Committee
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16 CAP. 275] Belize Tourism Board (Tour Operators)

CHAPTER 275
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CHAPTER 275

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (TOUR OPERATORYS) 90 of 1999.
REGULATIONS

[31st July, 1999.]
1 These Regulations may be cited asthe Short title.

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (TOUR OPERATORS)
REGULATIONS.

2. Q) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires:.- I nterpretation.

“Board” means the Bdize Tourist Board established under the Bdize Tourist
Board Act; CAP. 232A.

“Committeg’ meansthe Tour Operators Committee established under Regulation
3 below;

“drug” means a controlled drug under the Misuse of Drugs Act; N0.22/1990.

“licence’ means alicence issued under these Regulations and “licence holder”
shdl be construed accordingly;

“Miniger” means the Minister responsible for Tourism;
“tour operator” means, subject to Regulation 6(2) below:

(a)  aBdizean citizen, or permanent resident with the
business of tour operator defined as hisoccupation
on his permanent residency permit, who fals into
one of the various categories set out in subregulation

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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18 CAP. 275]

Belize Tourism Board (Tour Operators)

(b)

(2) below; or

an entity which is controlled by a majority of
Belizeans or permanent residents of Belize, or a
company whose mgjority shareholding isowned
by Belizean citizens or permanent residents,
which fallsinto one of the various categories set
out in subregulation (2) below.

2 The various categories referred to in the definition of “tour
operator” in subregulation (1) above are:-

(@)

(b)

(c)

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE

an individual, company or entity that operates
and markets tour packages internationally, and
also executes complete tour packages of any
nature to guests, including transportation within
Belize, lodgings, meals, and guided tours to
pre-selected tourist sitesin Belize by air, seaor
land, including guided dive and snorkeling tours
to pre-selected tourist sites within the territorial
waters of Belize;

an individual, company or entity that executes
countrywide tour packages of any nature to
guests and offers lodgings, meals and guided
tours to pre-selected tourist sites in Belize by
air, sea or land;

an individual, company, or entity that executes
localized tour packages of any nature to guests
and offers lodgings, meals and guided tours to
pre-selected tourist Sitesin Belize by air, seaor
land;

REVISED EDITION 2003

Printed by the Government Printer,

No. 1 Power Lane,

Belmopan, by the authority of

the Government of Belize.



Belize Tourism Board (Tour Operators) ~ [CAP.275 19

(d)  anindividua, company or entity (including without ~ No. 12/1997.
limitation all types of hotels and tourist
accommodation as defined in the Hotels and
Tourist Accommodation Act) that is involved in
executing ground handling operation tour services,
either of a complete nature or a segment thereof,
and which works or represents international
interests, or works with international tour
individuals, companies or entities in partnership
through satellite operations, strategic aliances or
otherwise.

3. @ For the purposes of these Regulations, there shdl be and is  Tour
hereby established aCommitteeto beknown asthe Tour Operators Committee  Operators
(hereinafter referred to as “the Committee”) which shall be condtituted in the ~ Committee.
manner provided in subregulation (2) below.

2 The Committee shdl cong st of nine members appointed by the
Miniger asfollows-

(a)  threerepresentatives nominated by the local Tour
Operators Association recognised by the Board;

(b)  two representatives nominated by the Board;

(c) one representative nominated by the Belize Tourism
Industry Association;

(d)  onerepresentative nominated by the Belize Hotel
Association,

(e) one representative nominated by a Tour Guide
Association recognised by the Board; and

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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20 CAP. 275] Belize Tourism Board (Tour Operators)

(f) one representative nominated by the Minister in
his absol ute discretion.

3 In making any gppointment under subregulation (2) above,
the Minigter shall firgt take into account, consider and have dueregard to the
geographica digtribution of tour operatorsin order to ensure, where gpplicable,
that al tourism degtinations are adequatdly represented.

4 Each member of the Committee shdl hold officefor aperiod
not exceeding two years as may be specified in hisinstrument of gppointment
and shdl be digible for regppointment.

) The members of the Committee shdl dect from among their
number a suitable person to be the Chairperson of the Committee, and the
Chairperson so ected shdl have an origind and a casting vote.

(6) A member of the Committeemay at any timeresign hisoffice
by instrument in writing addressed to the Chairperson of the Committee, and
in the case of the Chairperson addressed to the Minigter.

) The Minister may for good and sufficient cause revoke the
appointment of amember of the Committee:-

(a) upon the recommendation of the total
membership of the Committee; or

(b)  where hethinksit expedient to do so:

Provided that in revoking the gppointment of a member of the
Committee under paragraph (b) above, the Minister shal only do so after
consultation with, and with the mgority consensus of, the whole Committee.

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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Belize Tourism Board (Tour Operators)  [CAP.275 21

8 The quorum a al meetings of the Committee shdl be five
members.

9 Subject to these Regulations, the Committee may regulate its
own procedure.

4, The functions of the Committee shdl incdlude- Functions of the
Committee.
(a) receiving, considering and determining applications
for licences under these Regulations;

(b) providing advisory information and other related
services to licence holders;

(c) assisting licence holders in any matters affecting
the discharge of their functions;

(d) performing any other functions for the better
carrying out of the objects and purposes of these
Regulationsincluding but not be limited to defining
policy guiddines for the tour operators industry,
setting and revising on a continuous basis the
licensing criteriafor tour operators, and developing
rules and regulations for the training of tour
operators and other related activities.

5. Anindividual, company or entity desiring to operate asatour operator  Tour Operators
inand within Belize from the commencement of these Regulationsshall complete  to belicensed.
and submit an gpplication form to the Committee in the form set out inthe First  Application Form.
Schedule to these Regulations. First Schedule.

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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Criteriafor 6. (1)
licensing. licence to:-
Tour and Safety

Equipment.

Third Schedule.

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE

Subject to subregulation (2) below, the Board shal grant a

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

an individual who is a Belizean citizen or
permanent resident with the business of “tour
operator” defined as his occupation on the
permanent residency permit;

an entity which is controlled by a mgjority of
Belizeans or permanent residents of Belize, or a
company whose majority shareholding is owned
by Belizeans or permanent residents, and which
possesses a vaid trade licence;

applicantswho have not, for the past five years,
been convicted of an offence involving
dishonesty, and who have not within that period
been declared bankrupt;

applicants with all appropriate tour and safety
equipment essential for the particular tour
operation as set out in the Third Schedul e hereto;

applicants with the ability and capability to
package, market and/or operate tours and
represent Belize, both within and without, in a
professiona manner;

individuals who are eighteen (18) years old and
above,

applicants who submit, together with their
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application forms as set out in the First Schedule  Application Form.
hereto:-

@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

(vii)

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE

proof of “tour operators’ business registered
under the laws of Bdlize; and

one written letter of recommendation from an
individud within the tourism community of
Bdize of good standing recognised by the
Committeg, and

anon-refundable gpplication fee of Beizetwo
hundred and fifty dollars, and

two photographs of theinterior and exterior
of the place where they carry on the
business of tour operators; and

in the caseof a company,a copy of its
memorandum and articles of association and
certificate of registration; and

professional details of persons employed or
to be employed by the applicant, and the
number of Belizean citizens or permanent
residents so employed; and

a description of the nature and category of
tour packages offered, or to be offered,
by the applicant, including the equipment
operated by the tour operator, and the
tourist Sitesor tourist activities associated
with such tour packages.

First Schedule.
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No. 12/1997.

CAP. 275 Belize Tourism Board (Tour Operators)

2 Tour Operatorswho have been operating as such for aperiod
of at least one year before the commencement of these Regulations (including
without limitation al types of hotels and tourist accommodation as defined in
the Hotelsand Tourist Accommodation Act) and who do not meet thelicensing
criteria specified in subregulation (1)(a) and (b) above may obtain a licence
under these Regulations provided that they meet dl the other licensing criteria
specified in subregulation (1)(c) to (g) above and provided further that they
submit to the Committee:-

(a) proof of continuous tour operations in Belize for
a period of at least one year prior to the
commencement of these Regulations, in the form
of receipts, evidence of income and business tax
returns or previous trade licences or any other
evidence of asmilar nature; and

(b) proof that they are competent to conduct the
business of tour operators; and

(c) any other requirements which the Committee may
stipulate as a condition precedent to the issue of
the licence.

3 Tour operatorswho do not fall under the categories specified
in Regulation 2(2), or under subregulation (2) of this Regulation may only
operate in Belize if they utilise the services of tour operators licensed under
these Regulations and they submit to the Committee, in such detall as the
Committee may require, the names and other particulars of such tour operators,

(4  Any foreign tour operator who conducts tour operations in
Bdize in contravention of subregulation (3) above commits an offence and
dhdl beliableon summary conviction to afine not exceeding Beizefivethousand
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dollars or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve months.

7. @ A licence issued by the Committee to a tour operator under

these Regulations-
(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(€)

(f)
(9

shall expire on the 31t December in each year;

shall be issued upon payment to the Board of a
non-refundabl e fee of Belize two hundred and fifty
dollars by the applicant;

shdl beintheform set out in the Second Schedule
to these Regulations,

shall, unless revoked by the Committee for just
cause, be renewable by the Committee upon
payment to the Board by the applicant thereof of
a non-refundable fee of Belize two hundred and
fifty dollars, and upon full compliance with al the
conditions stipulated by the Committee;

may be revoked by the Committee if the licence
holder contravenes any term or condition set out
therein;

shall be non-transferable and non-assignable;

shall be subject to such terms and conditions as
the Committee may think fit to impose.

2 A licence issued under these Regulations shdl not provide or

cover for:-

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWSOF BELIZE
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Duties of licence
holders.

Tour and Safety
Equipment.
Third Schedule.

(a)
(b)

work permits; and

any other permitsrequired under any law inforce
in Belize for operating a businessin Belize,

3 Where a licence issued by the Committee to an applicant
under these Regulations has been logt, destroyed, defaced or mutilated, the
licence holder may apply to the Committee for a replacement copy thereof
upon payment of anon-refundable fee of Bdize twenty five dollars and such
licence shdl expire on the 315 December of the year in which it isissued.

4 All fees paid pursuant to these Regulations shal be credited
to the account of the Board.

8. It shall be the duty of dl licence holders under these Regulations:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(€)

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE

to utilise only licensed tour guides and tour
operators;

to maintain valid, licensed and insured tour and
safety equipment as set out in the Third Schedule
to those Regulations;

to be in possession of valid passenger liability
insurance on al equipment at al times;

to take all necessary steps to safeguard the
environmental, moral, historical and cultura
integrity of Belize;

to maintain at all times appropriate personal

appearances and ensure that their employees do
the same;
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(f) to cooperate with the Committee whenever thisis
necessary for the development of tourismin Belize.

0. (@) Any licence holder who:- Offencesand
penalties.
(a) inults, abuses or harasseswithout just causeatourist
under his care, either through word or deed; or

(b) induces or encourages a tourist under his care to
do anything contrary to the laws of Belize which
goes against good customs and morals; or

(c) carries out or attempts to carry out his functions
under these Regulations while under the influence
of acohoal or illicit drugs; or

(d)  offersfor saleor otherwiseany illicit drugsor illega
commodity to tourists; or

(e) engages in any activity detrimental to the
environmental integrity or archaeological or cultura
heritage of Belize,

commits an offence and shdl be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding five thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding
sx months, or to both such fine and period of imprisonment.

2 Any person who operates, advertises or holdshimsdf out asa
tour operator without first obtaining a licence issued under these Regulations,
or having been issued with alicence, operates in contravention of any term or
condition contained in the licence, commits an offence and shdl be ligble on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a period not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and
period of imprisonment.
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3 All fines paid under these Regulations shal be credited to
the account of the Board.

4 Without prejudiceto any penatieswhich may be prescribed
by any other law, if atour operator engages in any conduct which is not
specificaly prohibited under these Regulations but which in the opinion of
the Committee placesthe professionin disrepute, the Committee may impose
on such tour operator any of the following disciplinary measures, namely:-

(a) a reprimand; or
(b)  suspension of the licence of the tour operator
for such period asthe Committee may determine;
or
(c) refusal to renew a licence of the tour operator
for such period asthe Committee may determine;
or
(d) revocation of the licence of the tour operator.
Repeals and 10. (D Upon the commencement of these Regulaions, the Bdlize
commencement. Tourist Board (Tour Operators) Regulations shdl stand repeded, but such
Sl. 21/1997. repedl shall not affect the validity of any licence issued thereunder which will
be in force after the commencement of these Regulations.

2 These Regulations shdl come into force on the..............

day Of ooeeeeeeee 1999
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................................. 1999.
Acting (Chairman)
Belize Tourism Board

APPROVED by the Minigter of Tourism this 12th day of May, 1999.

(MARK ESPAT)
Minister of Tourism
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FIRST SCHEDUL E (REGS. 5 AND 6)

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD

(TOUR OPERATORS) REGULATIONS

APPLICATION FORM

Name of Applicant (Company

(Entity
(Individud
(Owner/Manager
Business Address
Telephone Fax:
Home Address
Telephone

Date legally registered

Ownership of company/Entity

Name
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Address
Teephone/Fax/E-Mail/Website/
DATE SIGNATURE
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Recommendations
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SECOND SCHEDULE (REG. 7)

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD

(TOUR OPERATORS) REGULATIONS

FORM OF LICENCE

NOT TRANSFERRABL E/ASSIGNABLE

LICENCE NO.

(INSERT FULL NAME AND ADDRESSOF LICENSEE)

being qudified to operate as atour operator, and having paid the fee of
dollars, is hereby licensed under the Belize Tourist Board (Tour Operators) Regulations, 1999

to operate asaTOUR OPERATOR in Belize until the day of
(specify type of activities allowed) (specify expiry date)

(specify expiry month) (specify expiry year)

DATED this day of ,
(date) (month) (year)
CHAIRPERSON
Tour Operator Committee
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THIRD SCHEDULE (REGS. 6 AND 8)

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD
(TOUR OPERATORS) REGULATIONS.

TOUR AND SAFETY EQUIPMENT

1.  HreExtinguisher.

2. Frg AidKits.

3. SeatBdts

4.  Life Jackets.

5.  HaredReflectorgLights.
6.  Fire Axe (optiond).

7. Communication Device.

8. Tow Cable.
9. Tool Box.
10. Flash Light.

11.  Adequate seded drinking water.
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CHAPTER 275

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (LOCAL WATER PASSENGER AND
WATERSPORTSVESSEL S) REGULATIONS

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS
1. Short title.
2. I nterpretation.
3. Categories of persons quaified to be operators.
4. Establishment of Committee.
5. Functions of Committee,
6. Operators to be licenced.
7. Other criteriafor licenang.
8. Licences.
9. Duties of licence holders.
10.  Offencesand pendlties.

11.  Repeds.

12. Commencement.
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FIRST SCHEDULE

SECOND SCHEDUL E

THIRD SCHEDULE
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CHAPTER 275

80 of 2002. BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (LOCAL WATER PASSENGER AND
WATERSPORTSVESSEL S) REGULATIONS

[6th July, 2002.]
Short title. 1. These Regulations may be cited asthe

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (LOCAL WATER PASSENGER
AND WATERSPORTSVESSEL S) REGULATIONS.

Interpretation. 2. Inthese Regulaions, unless the context otherwise requires -
“authorised person” means.

(a)  aperson authorised by the Board to administer
these Regulations;

(b) apolice officer; or
(c) an officer of the Board;

CAP. 275, “Board” meansthe Bdize Tourism Board established under the Bdize Tourism
Board Act;

“cruisng” means boating for pleasure and as a means of trangportation in any
part of theterritorial watersof Belize but does not include mere passage through
such waters,

“Harbour Master” means the Harbour Master or a person acting under his
authority, express or implied;
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“local weater passenger vessl” includes cruisetenders, shuttles, sail boats, water
taxis, pontoon boats, party boats, tour boats and skiffswhich are used by local
water passenger vessel providers for cruisng purposes within the territoria
waters of Belize upon payment of any fee or some other form of reward by a

passenger;

“loca watersportsvessd” meansany motorized vessd used by loca watersports
vess providersto provide watersports servicesto the public upon payment of
afee or some other form of reward and includes vessals used for parasailing,
water skiing, jet skiing and sport fishing;

“Miniger” meansthe Minister for the time being respongible for tourism;

“operator” means the owner of any loca water passenger vessel or local
watersports vessdl and includes any person for the time being in chargeand in
control of such vess;

“territorid waters of Bdlize” has the same meaning assigned to it under section  CAP. 11.
3 of the Maritime Areas Act.

3. Any- Categories of
persons qualified
(@)  Belizean citizen, or permanent resident of Belize 0 Peoperators.
with the business of tourism indicated as his
principal occupation on his permanent residency
permit and who hasresided inthe country for at
least five years; or

(b) entity whichis controlled by amgority of Belizeans
or permanent residents of Belize who have resided
in the country for at least five years, or acompany
whose mgjority shareholding isowned by Belizean
citizens or permanent residents of Belize who have

THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



38 [CAP. 275 Bdize TourismBoard (Local Water Passenger and Waterports Vessds)

resided in the country for at least five years,

may, subject to the provisons of regulation 7(2), apply to the Committee for a
licenceto bean operator of aloca water passenger vessdl or alocal watersports
vess.

Establishmentof 4, (1)  For the purposes of these Regulations, there shall be and is

Committee. hereby established a Committee to be known as the Local Water Passenger
Vessds and Local Watersports Vessels Committee (hereinafter referred to as
“the Committeg”) which, shal be condituted in the manner provided in sub-
regulation (2).

2 The Committee shdl consst of nine members gppointed by
the Minigter asfollows-

(a)  one representative nominated by the Water Taxi
Association;

(b)  two representatives nominated by the Board;

(c) one representative nominated by the Belize Tourism
Industry Association;

(d)  one representative nominated by the Belize
National Tour Operators Association;

(e) one representative nominated by the Minister in
his own discretion from suitably qualified persons
with adequate knowledge of the tourism industry;

(f) one representative nominated by the Belize Port
Authority;
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(9) one representative nominated by a Tour Guide
Association recognized by the Board; and

(h)  one representative of the Cruise Ship Taxi
Association.

3 Each member of the Committee shdl hold office for a period
not exceeding two years as may be specified in his instrument of appointment
and shdl be igible for regppointment.

4 The members of the Committee shdl dect from among their
number a suitable person to be Chairperson of the Committee and the
Chairperson so dected shdl have an origind and a casting vote.

) A member of the Committee may a any time resign his office
by instrument in writing addressed to the Chairperson of the Committee, and in
the case of the Chairperson, addressed to the Minister.

(6) The Miniser may for good and sufficient cause revoke the
gppointment of amember of the Committee:-

(a) upon the recommendation of the total membership
of the Committee; or

(b)  where hethinksit expedient to do so:

Provided thet in revoking the gppointment of amember of the Committee
under paragraph (b), the Minister shdl only do o after consultation with, and
with the mgority consensus of, the whole Committee.

) The quorum a al meetings of the Committee shdl be five
members.

(8 Subject to these Regulations the Committee may regulate its
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own procedure.

Functions of 5. Thefunctions of the Committee shdl include the following:-
Committee.
(a) receiving, consdering and determining applications
for licences under these Regulations;

(b) providing advisory information and other related
services to licence holders;

(c) assisting licence holders in any matters affecting
the discharge of their functions;

(d) performing any other functions for the better
carrying out of the objects and purposes of these
Regulations, including but not limited to defining
policy guidelines for the operation of local water
passenger vessels and local watersports vessels,
and setting and revising on a continuous basis the
licensing criteriafor operators, and developing rules
and regulations for the training of operators and
other smilar activities.

Operatorsto 6. (1)  Any individud, company or entity referred to in regulaion 3
be licensed. who or which is desirous of operating alocal water passenger vessdl or alocal

water sports vessel shal complete and submit an application form to the
First Schedule. Committee in the form set out in the First Schedule.

(20  When making an application under sub-regulation (1), the
gpplicant shal pay to the Board anon-refundabl e gpplication fee of twenty-five
dollars.

Other criteria 7. @ et to sb-regulaion (2), the Committee el grant alicanceto:-

for licensing.
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(a)  anindividua whoisaBélizean citizen or permanent
resident with the business of tourism indicated as
hisprincipal occupation on his permanent residency
permit and who has resided in Belize for at least
five years,

(b) an entity which is controlled by a majority of
Belizeans or permanent residents of Belize, or a
company whose mgjority shareholding is owned
by Belizean citizens or permanent residents, and
which possesses a valid trade licence;

(c) applicants who have not, for the previous three
years, been convicted of an offence involving
dishonesty, or any other serious offence recognized
as such by the Committee, and who have not within
that period been declared bankrupt in Belize or
abroad;

(d)  applicants who are at least eighteen (18) years of
age and who have a minimum of one year boating
experience;

(e) applicants who submit, together with the
application form as set out in the First Schedule-  First Schedule.

()  proof of ownership of the local water
passenger vessdl or loca watersports vessd;

(i) avdid cetificate of seaworthinessin respect
of the vessdl and a safety licence issued by
the Belize Port Authority and additiondly the
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captain of the vessdl mugt be licensed by the
Bdlize Port Authority;

(iii) avaid copy of their liability insurance;

(f) in the case of a company, a copy of its
memorandum and articles of association and
certificate of registration; and

(9) professional details of persons employed or to be
employed by the applicant (if any), and the number
of Belize citizens and permanent residents so
employed.

(2 Operators who have been operating as such for aperiod of
at least one year before the commencement of these Regulations and who do
not meet the licensing criteria specified in sub-regulation (1)(a) and (b) may
obtain alicence under these Regulations provided that they meet dl the other
licensing criteria specified in sub-regulation (1)(c) to (g) and provided further
that they submit to the Committee, at least thirty days after the commencement
of these Regulations-

(a) proof of continuous local water passenger or
watersportsvessel operationsin Belizefor aperiod
of at least one year prior to the commencement of
these Regulations, in the form of receipts, evidence
of income tax and business tax returns or previous
trade licences or any other evidence of a Smilar
nature; and

(b) proof that they are competent to conduct the
business of local water passenger or watersports
vessel operations; and
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THE SUBSIDIARY LAWS OF BELIZE

(c) any other requirements which the Committee may
stipulate as a condition precedent to the issue of
the licence.

3 Foreign water passenger or watersports vessel operatorswho
do not fal under the categories specified in sub-regulation (2) shdl only operate
intheterritorid watersof Belizeunder specid licencesgranted by the Committee.

4 Any person who contravenes sub-regulation (3) commits an
offence and shdl be liable on summary conviction to afine not exceeding five
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding one year.

8. (1)  Alicenceissued by the Committee under these Regulations-

(a)  shdl be an annua licence expiring one year after
the date of itsinitia issue;

(b)  shall beissued upon payment to the Board
of the requisite fee in respect of the vessel as set
out in the Third Schedule;

(© shall not cover work permits, accommodation tax,
customs duties or other charges and imposts,

(d)  shal beintheform set out in the Second Schedule;

(e shall, unless revoked by the Committee for just
cause, be renewable by the Committee upon
payment to the Board by the applicant of the fee
referred to in paragraph (b);

(H) may be issued subject to conditions, and may be
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revoked by the Committee if the licence holder
contravenes any term or condition set out in the
licence,

(9)  shal be non-transferable and non-assignable; and

(h)  shall require the licence holder to observe
standards which may be required by the Port
Authority and the Committee from time to time.

2 A licence granted under these Regulations may be renewed
for further periods of one year on compliance with sub-regulation (1).

Duties of 0. @ It shal be the duty of al operators under these Regulations-
licence holders.
(a)  todisplay in a conspicuous place on his vessd a
valid licence sticker issued by the Committee;

(b)  toproducethelicencein respect of hisvessd within
twenty four hours, if an authorised person demands
such production;

(© to ensure that his vessdl is licensed at al times,
and where a licence or a licence sticker is logt,
destroyed or mutilated at least three months before
the date of itsexpiration, to apply to the Board for
a copy and to pay on such application a
nonrefundable fee of five dollars.

2 Any operator who contravenes sub-regulation (1) commits
an offence and shdl be lidble on summary conviction to afine of two thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for a period of two months.
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10.  Any person who forges any licence, or hasin his possesson any false
document which closdy resembles alicence issued by the Committee with the
intent of mideading the public into believing that such document isalicence, or
who transfersor assgnsany licenceto another person, commitsan offence and
shdl be lidble on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding two thousand
dollars or to imprisonment for aperiod of Sx months, or to both such fine and
period of imprisonment.

11.  The Bdize Tourism Board (Private and Commercial Recresationa
Vessls) Regulations are repeded.

12.  TheseRegulationsshal comeinto force on the 18th day of June, 2002.

M ADE by the Bdlize Tourism Board this 18th day of June, 2002.

MRS. THERESE RATH)
Chairperson
Bdlize Tourism Board

APPROVED by the Minigter reponsble for Tourism this18th day of June,
2002.

(HON. MARK ESPAT)
Minister of Tourism and Youth

Offencesand
penalties.

Repesals
S.1. No. 6/1996.

Commencemeant.
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FIRST SCHEDULE (REGULATIONS6 AND 7)

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD ACT

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (L OCAL WATER PASSENGER

AND WATERSPORTSVESSEL S) REGULATIONS

APPLICATION FOR A LICENCE TO OPERATE A LOCAL

WATER PASSENGER VESSEL OR A LOCAL WATERSPORT VESSEL

Particulars of Company or Owner

1.

abrwn

o

Name of Company or Owner:
Address

Telephone: Date of Incorporation:
Affiliation with other companies, groups or individuds:

Nameof Vess:

Length of Vessal:
Captain of Vessd:
Names and Addresses of Shareholders:

Names and Addresses of Directors:

Nature of Business:

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkkkhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhhhkkkhkhkkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkx

(For Official Use Only)
LICENCE NO. DATE:
Approved: Not Approved:

kkkkkkkhhkkkhkhhkhkkhkhhhkhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhrhrxhhhhhhhhhhhhdhrxhhirhxxx

DECLARATION BY APPLICANT

|/We declare that the above information is true and correct to best of my/ our
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knowledge.

Owner/Operator
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SECOND SCHEDULE (REGULATION 8)

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD ACT

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (L OCAL WATER PASSENGER
AND WATERSPORTSVESSELS) REGULATIONS

FORM OF LICENCE

Thislicenceisgranted to to operate
(Name of Operator) (Name of Vessdl)

which has met the tandards required by the Belize Tourism Board to operate
inBelizean Territoria Watersasa
vess. (specify type of vessel)

This licence shdl remain in force for one year and shdl be subject to the
following conditions (Specify conditions, if any)

Given under my hand this day of 20

(CHAIRPERSON)
Local Water Passenger Vessels
and Local Water sports Vessels Committee
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THIRD SCHEDULE (REGULATION 8)

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD ACT

BELIZE TOURISM BOARD (L OCAL WATER PASSENGER
AND WATERSPORTSVESSEL S) REGULATIONS

PART |
TYPE OF VESSEL FEE
Shuttle $250.00
WaaTaxi $250.00
CruiseTender $250.00
Pontoon Boats over 25 feet $250.00
PART Il
TYPE OF VESSEL FEE
Skiffs over 25 feet $200.00
Party Boats $200.00
Fan Boats $200.00
PART |11
VESSEL OPERATED BY FEE
WATER SPORTS PROVIDERS
Jet Ski $100.00
Wave Runners $100.00
Skiffs Under 25 feet $100.00
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